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6  THE  LII  E  OE 

* 

I  THE  APOSTLE  FAUL. 

;  *  i 

^  I^IIE  lives  of  great  and  rmi- 
I  X  nent  men  by  open  a  field 
-for  improvement  very  extensive  and 
^inviting.  W  ith  these  we  may  con- 
I verse  as  with  living  characters,  mark 
^the  progress  of  the  human  mind,  its 
variation  according  to  tlic  state  of  so¬ 
ciety,  from  one  period  to  another, 
u  d  select  those  traits  from  the  wiioie 
assemblage,  which  arc  of  no  small 
utility  in  forming  our  sentiments  and 
habits,  and  dirccUm/lhc  drill  of  oui* 
pursuit. 

By  such  an  acquainiar.ce  with  the 
livgs  of  the  great  and  g^xxl,  w  ho  have 
j;oric  before  us,  we  luue  cxpcrieiiC(‘. 
without  expense  of  time,  way  maiks 
0  guide  oiir  colirsc  gratuitously  pro¬ 
vided,  and  an  aiding  hand  to  co!!di:'  t 
safely  to  ti'.c  best  end. 

• 

FriiMNO  our  r  ye  here  witli  strict 
tlservance,  we  may,  see  iiiiperrrring 
‘langcrs  and  how  tliey  have  heen 
‘Voided  ;  tliC  mean^  which  have 
•  oiUributcd  to  human  wretc  licdness 
M  ignominy,  and  also  the  path 
liicli  leads  to  true  lioiiur,  ieiiciiv 
r.d  grextness. 

fx  exliibiling  -  these  cliaracters, 
ynvev(  r,  there  is  great  need  of  cau- 
and  candor.  '1V».  sliow'  only  tl'.e 
sivk*  o{‘  the  i‘i':lure,  misiiuuriiis 


the  judgment,  and  of  course  give  a 
false  impression.  Tlic  darksideq 
instead  of  lying  concealed,  must  bo 
exposed,  that  from  tlie  whole  por* 
traiturc  wc  may  behold  the  mcn^ 
just  as  they  w  ere  wiicn  living  and 
acting,  and  have  similar  acquaint¬ 
ance  with.tiicm,  as  tliough  tiiCv  had 
been  our  cotemporariek,  lint  al.;s  ! 
we  are  too  ofteicmislcd  !  y  a  clt- 
tuclicd  and  partial  glancing  at  che*'- 
acters,  without  taking  that  cornplete 
view’,  which  securing  us.  from  preju¬ 
dice,  enriches  cur  minds  with  the 
most  important  infoirnation.  The 
Biography  of  men,  had  better  be  un- 
attempted,  than  maimed  and  partial¬ 
ly  hrmdied.  Wlietlicr  the  v/riter 
lias  fallen  into  the  above  named  er- 
Hir  in  delineating  the  chan.ctcr  of 
St.  Paul,  the  great  Apostle  of  the 
goniiks,  it  is  now  submitieil  to  ihe 
caiidki  I’cader  to  judge. 

(  M'  ail  the  antient  saiiits,  pcrliaps, 
nf>  ciiaiiaUcr  on  th.e  whole,  stands 
liigiiei*,  if  so  high,  as  that  of  the 
Apc^sti’e  Pauh  Viewing  him  as  a 
man,  aclirisiian.an  Aposde  of  Christ, 
and  to  tl'is  acid  his  most  profound 
natural  and  accjuiicd  abilities,  his 
extensive  acquaintc  uce  wi’h  men 
and  things,  in  roiU'^anled  v.  i‘h  tlic 
most  polished  niaimers  and  r.ruival- 
cd  (di  co.tiu  c,  he  ibi  s  superior  to 
iiuv-eiirer  man  of  whem  sac  n  li  or 
profane  hisioTv’  yi\es‘an  aceiUint. 
To  do  jini(  c  to  siici'.  a  cliaiactvi',  is 
no  ii'cousidc table  task. 
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Life  of  ihf  AfioMlf  Paul, 


Saint  Paul  came  on  the  stage  of 
action,  at  a  vert  interesting  and  im¬ 
portant  period.  It  was  when  learn¬ 
ing  and  science  w  ere  at  the  highest 
pitch  of  improvement.  Rome  at  this 
time  was  rAistiess  of  the  world. 
The  nations  roundabout  had  become 
subjugated  to  her  dominion  and 

were  now  trib^itarv  to  the  full  extent 

0  ■“ 

of  her  claims.  The  Jews  alx>ut 
seventy. years  before  the  Christhin 
eia,  had  been  concpiercd  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans  and  were  now  groaning  under 
the  burden  of  thek  oppres;^ive  yoke. 
With  imperious  authority  tJicir  iion 
hand  was  laid  on  every  kingdom 
and  republic  far  and  near,  and  all 
without  resistance  vieldcd  to  their 
mibounded  control.  Hence  those 
who  were  enrolled  Roman  citizens 
by  law’,  were  priv  ileged  in  distiiiC- 
tion  from  others  in  certain  rites,  of 
wliich  each  one  could  av:jl  h>mself 
according  to  his  own  pleasure. 
Those  thus  enrolled  were  not  liable 
to  be  tried  and  condemned,  for  a 
crime  alledged  by  any  petty  gov¬ 
ernor  or  prince  of  a  piC^iIiCe  ;  but 
always  had  the  right  to  appeal  to  ihc 
Roman  Emperor.  This  prc\iiegc 

w^as  not  ahvavs  bv  rieht  of  descent. 

¥  0 

It  was  sometimes  purchasrd  by  large 

sums  of  moiiev.  Pan!  was  a 

0 

Roman  citizen  by  descent.  Tho’ 

he  \vas  a  Jew  by  nation,  and  not  nat- 
0 

urally  entitled  to  this  right,  yen  his 
ancestors  had  some  w?y  obtained  it, 
s«  that  it  fell  to  him  by  heirsliip  In 
proof  that  I  am  correct.  I  will  refer 
you  to  the  pkiraciilar  statement, 
as  recorded  in  these  words.— 
And  as  they  bound  him  with  thongs 
Paul  said  uuto  the  centutior,  that 
stood  by,  is  it  lawful  for  you  to 
scoin’ge  a  man  li.at  is  a  Roman 
and  uncfindemnccl.  When  the  cen¬ 
turion  heard  that,  he  went  out  and 
told  the  chief  captain,  take  heed 
what  thou  docst  t'>r  this  man  is  a 
Roman.  Then  the  chief  captain 
came  and  said  unto  him,  tell  me,  art 
♦iioua  Ronnux  :  And  be  fcUd  yea. 


And  the  chief  captain  arw-iwerecl, 
with  a  great  sum  obtained  1  this 
freedom.  He  was  afraid  after  he 
knew^  he  was  a  Roman  and  because 
he  had  bound  him.”  Hence  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  St.  Paul  Was  of  very  high 
and  honorable  descent,  held  a  rank 
superior  to  that  of  his  owui  nation  in 
general,  being  enrolled  a  Roman 
citizen  and  having  a  right  to  all  the 
privileges*  and  iininunitics  hence 
resulting- 

The  place  of  PauPs  nativity  w’as 
Tarsus,  a  city  of  Cclicia,  and  of  no 
inconsiderable  note,  situated  in  Asia 
M  inor.  Here  it  is  probable  he 
spent  his  infancy  and  childSocd. 
Xo  sooner,  however,  did  his  sur¬ 
prising  genius  discover  itself,  than 
he  w  as  sent  to  JcMTisalcm,  and  wdiilc 
a  youth  was  placed  under  the  tui¬ 
tion  of  Gamaliel  an  eminent  doctor 
of  Laws,  wlio  instructed  him  in  every 
branch  of  science  rccjuisitc  to  funush 
him  to  fill  with  dignity  the  most 
exalted  scat  of  promotion.  w  as 

made  accpiaintcd  with  the  vaiious 
systems  orjihylosophy  then  in  vogue 
w  hich  were  very  lunncrcus.  'Phis 
being  the  Augustine  age  w  hen  learn¬ 
ing  wav  at  its  very  pinnacle  in  the 
Homan  Empire,  sources  of  improve¬ 
ment  presented  themselves  suited 
to  all  the  cravings  of  ambition,  and 
the  most  unbounded  thirst  for  glory. 
Soon  he  became  an  adept  in  (Irtcian 
and  Roman  literature  and  spoke 

with  ease  and  accuraev  all  the  dif- 

0 

ferent  lauguages  of  tlie  civilized 
world.  Addexl  to  these  acciuisitionsr 
he  was  made  w'*ll  acquainted  with 
the  law  s  and  religion  of  lusown  na¬ 
tion,  v/liich  was  a  principal  object 
of  his  attention.  V\'ith  the  dificrent 
sentiments  and  sectaries  of  tlie  Jews, 
lic  was  perfectly  conversant ;  and  at 
length  became  settled  in  opinions  of 
his  wn,  and  as  he  tells  ijs^  w  as  a 
pharisee  of  the  straitest  sect.  I'hc 
learned  Mosheini,  speaking  of  St. 
Paul,  expresses  himself  iu  thes^ 
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[  V  ords,  Independently  of  the  gifts, 
\>'ith  which  he  was  enriched,  he  was 
naturally  possessed  of  ^  invincible 
courage,  an  amazing  force  of  genius 
and  a  spirit  of  patience  which  no 
fatigue  could  overcome,  and  which 
no  sufferings  or  trials  could  ex¬ 
haust/^. 

Skttlkd  in  his  belief,  he  enter¬ 
ed  on  a  life  of  action  in  due  confoi'- 
mity  to  the  principles  he  had  em¬ 
braced,  and  hence  we  may  form  an 
accurate  opinion  of  Paul’s  religious 
sentiments  previous  to  his  conver¬ 
sion  to  the  Christian  faith.  The 
Jews,  in  the  time  of  Christ  and  in 
the  apostolic  age,  were  sj)lit  up  into 
dilfcrent  sects  and  parties.  Of  these 
the  pharisees  were  by  far  the  most 
numerous  and  popular.  What  they 
believed,  and  how  they  practised  vve 
arc  particularly  informed.  Osten¬ 
tatious  and  desirous  of  human  ap¬ 
plause,  whatever  they  did  was  done 
to  be  seen  of  men.  (Jrcrlooking 
the  weightier  matters  of  the  law, 
judgment,  mercy  and  the  love  of 
Ciod,  they  prided  themselves  in  a 
show  of  external  sanctity,  and  made 
great  pretensions  to  superior  attain¬ 
ments  in  whatever  they  deemed 
meritorious.  Ignonmt  of  tlie  total 
depravity  existing  in  the  liearts  of 
men  naturally,  tlicy  \vcv(^  blind  as  to 
seeing  their  need  of  a  spiritual  de¬ 
liverer,  and  were  prepared  to  o[>- 
pose  him  in,  his  divine  mission  and 
work.  Looking  for  a  temporal 
prince  appearing  in  pomp  and  splen¬ 
dor,  tlicy  held  in  abhorrence  the 
gloi  ious  Messiah  who  declared  that 
liis  kingdom  was  not  of  tins  world. 
^Vhen  Ciuist  offered  them  salvation 
through  his  merits,  they  disdained 
the  proposal,  viewing  themselves 
already  free,  because  they  had  Abra¬ 
ham  to  their  father.  Lost  to  the 
sense  of  their  own  scriptures,  the 
hiw  and  the  prophets,  they  passed 
bv  the  righteousness  of  God  through 
liie  blindness  that  Was  in  them. 


Christ  came  unto  his  own  ;  but  hij 
own  received  him  not.”  No  sooner 
did  the  saviour  uncover  their  hypoc- 
ricy  and  expose  their  guilt,  than 
their  hearts  rose  against  him  in  all 
the  bitterness  of  reproach  and  blas^ 
phemy.  During  Christ’s  ministry 
and  passion,  Paul  was  not  an  actor  ; 
but  .no  sooner  did  he  enter  on  the 
theatre  of  public  life,  than  he  ens- 
braced  ail  their  views  and  sentiments. 

fTo  be  Continued.) 


The  imfiortance  and  utility  oj  atten* 
live  hearing. 

Attjrn’tiok  is  the  great  mean  of 
intellectual  improvement.  No  con¬ 
siderable  progress  can  be  made  in 
any  useful  pursuit  without  attention. 
In  acquiring  a  know  ledge  of  the  arts 
and  sciences,  the  studc:it  is  more  or 
less  successful  in  propoition  to  his 
application*.  By  attention  mankind 
have  arisen  to  their  present  state  of 
civilization,  and  were  this  to  be  sus¬ 
pended,  ihcy  would  gradually  re¬ 
vert  back  to  their  former  barbarity 
and  heathenism.  To  excite  men 
to  attend  to  the  common  pursuits  of 
life  and  objects  of  sense  there  is  little 
difficulty.  They  address  themselves 
to  the  mind  in  a  manner  direct  and 
almost  ifresibtible,  whereas  objects 
of  faith,  though  far  superior  in  ex¬ 
cellence  and  importance  are  over¬ 
looked  and  treated  with  heedless  in- 
(liflcrcnce.  Naturally  our  souls 
cleave  to  the  dust,  therefore  while 
the  things  of  the  world  are  w  ell  ob¬ 
served,  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel 
ai'c  but-^  partially  undci'stood.  And 
shall  our  acquaintance  extend  only 
to  those  things  which  arc  compari- 
tively  of  very  small  consequence, 
while  those  which  are  infinitely  im¬ 
portant  arc  passed  over  with  iiidif- 
fercnct  ?  This  is  an  evil  remidied  in 
a  great  degree  by  licgiing  witji 
icntion. 
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On  redeeming  the  timr. 


Without  attention  no  mind  can 
be  enlightened  and  no  heart  can  he 
impressed.  Why  is  it  that  many 
have  set,  for  years  under  the  pow¬ 
erful  and  distinguishing  preaching 
of  the  word  and  arc  yet  ignorant  of 
its  most  iniportai'tl  doctrines  and  du¬ 
ties  ?  A  moment’s  reflection  will 
suggest  inattention,  as  the  cause  of* 
this  barrenness  of  understanding. 
The  same  evil  indulged  by  us,  wi  1 
produce  t!ic  same  cifjct.  All  the 
inattentive  ofevery  description  must 
one  day  be  deeply  pained  and  dread¬ 
fully  confounded  at  their  stupidity. 
And  who  would  not  give  a  trifle  to 
prevent,  what  lie  would  give  aiiioii- 
sand  worlds  to  relieve  !  How  pecu¬ 
liarly  unsuitable,  heinous,  and  liea- 
ven  daring  to  set  inatteiuive  in  liie 
place  Avherc  God’s  honor  dwell- 
cthd’  where  the  infinite  majestv 
and  judge  is  houling  speci.d  audicncv* 
whii  his  creatures  and  preparing 
ihc’.vt  for  the  interesting  scenes  of 
eteriiity  ?  What  a  mark  of  disres¬ 
pect  is  it  to  bo  iiialtciuive  to  men 
iiistin'j*iii.shed  for  exc.f  licnc  of  char- 

o 

acu  r  and  talents  :  Hut  liovr  mucli 
more  to  be  regardless  of  the  sujireme 
God  addressing  himself  t->  us  on  a 
subject  of  cvorhisting  nioment,  and 
cn  \;  hichour  eternal  all  is  suspended? 


Is  the  house  of  God,  especially, 
every  mindslioiild  !>e  cahn,  ('ontein- 
♦)!ativc  and  pcrfecrly  i’U|uisiti\a'  for 
i!iat  knowledge  wliii  h  i  nriclie.s  l!ic 
soul  uficl  (piaiilies  us  for  heaven. 
Kcmembe:  Gj)d  is  aUentivc  ai»d  in 
earnest,  in  all  !;is  calls  and  instruc¬ 
tions.  rj’at  eye  wliir’n  is  ever  wakc- 
{ui,  IS  cvneuiiuli  li\eel  on  all  nho 
assay  to  come  before  him.  Tlic 
gl  jriricd  in  the  coui  ls  of  heaven  aix* 
at  an  infiiiite  remove  from  the  low- 
c  degree  of  iivatiention.  And  shall 
tills  c’nracterize  anv  one  of  iliose 
on  e  util  to  wlioin  lh<‘  l)lcssed  tidings 
of  life  and  iinuiortality  are  conunu- 
nicated  ?  T!ie  truflis  dispensed  by 
♦Ir  *  faithful  ministers  of  Jesus,  arc 


the  price  of  his  blood,  and  it  is  cru¬ 
cifying  him  afresfi,  to  deafen  our 
ears  against  tho  heavenly  melody. 
Are  we  not  under  the  necessity  of 
approbating  those  ancient  Morthica 
who  heard  and  received  the  word 
with  all  readiness,  and  can  we  cxcub 
pate  ourselves  for  listless  indiffer- 
ciicc  /  How  numy  thousands  under 
the  preaching  of  IVtcr  were  saving, 
ly  enlightened,  and  are  now  in  glo. 
rv  ?  And  siudl  the  Lord!)e  denied  by 
us,  the  use  oftiie  ear  whicli  he  liiiu- 
self  hatli  planted  and  the  under¬ 
standing  which  he  hatji  given  ^  A 
person  might  with  less  egregious 
folly  he  inattentive  while  his  houses 
were  consuming  in  flames,  or  his 
friendi  languislihig  In  death,  than  t(i 
be  inattentive  to  the  voice  of  (iod  in 
his  sanctuary.  There  is  that 

u  ilhholdctli  more  than  is  meet  lUid 
it  tenileth  to  poverty” — Spirituai 
poNCTty,  and  eternal  death.  Take 
Iieed,  therefuv  how  and  what  yo’4 
hear.”  S. 


RF.DLTAIIVC;  THE  TIME. 


Tnr  gcncial  i.ueaning  of  these; 
w'oi*ds  may  hr  expressed  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  purafdurase,  S!:vc  an  muc/i 
time  an  fihHHiblf  J\r  the  /lurfiOftrA , 
/?//7  the  fleetitifr  moments  out  of  the 
hund'i  of  sin  cud  ^^itan^  of  sloth  ^  fdtu- 
surr^  and  zvorldfu  business  ;  and  use 
them  for  (mOcL  Blit  only  one  partie- 
iil.i?’  wa\  of  redeeming  tinu'  will  now 
1)C  ccjusidi-rc  :1,  that  is,  ( onnuicdn'; 
to  a  firzfur  d'^U^rce  the  time  tfslrt/i. 
Thus  ha*;  been  too  littlr  regarded. 
Main',  win#  are  coiisc  ientiuus  in  oth  - 
er  l  esoccts,  arc  not  so  in  t  liis.  'I'iiev  ' 

I  ^  ^ 

seem  to  tliink  It  .a  matter  (#f  iiidif- 
fercncc,  whether  they  sleep  luoro 
or  less.  Let  us,  then,  atieiul  to  this 
impcjitani  hranc  Ii  of  (Christian  teni- 
ncraiice  ;  What  is  It  to  redeem  time* 
from  sleep  ?  It  is  to  take  onjy  thar 
quantity  cf  sleep,  whirii  Tiaojre  t*e 
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quires,  and  which  is  most  coirlucive  f  trial.  By  risin.5  one  quarter  gf,an 
to  health  of  body,  and  vij'our  of  |  hour  earlier  every  moriiliig,  she 
mind.  It  is  ailov\cd,  mat  one  quin-  I  soon  lessened  the  time  of  sleep  to 


tit)  is  not  suited  to  all.  liiaiiop  1  av¬ 
ion  has  assigned,  for  the  general 
standard,  only  t^iree  hours  in  twenty 
four.  Baxter  supposes,  that  four 
hours  will  siiilije.  Jiut  the  best  ob¬ 
servation  teaches^  that,  in  .general, 
^  the  human  boJy  can  scarcely  contin¬ 
ue  in  iiealth  aiifl  vi:^)ur  wltliout  six 
I  hours.  Tins,  it  is  thou.;;j!u,  may  hv 
properly  coinidcrcd,  as  tlie  com- 
i  nion  standard. 

r>^  1  one  and  an  ot'ier  may  say  ; 

way  sti  pai'ti^ular,  and  scrupulous 
vdiut  harm  i'j  ilierc  in  Ivin^  from  tv-n 

six  or  sf'vcn  in  s’lnimer,  und  hoin 

cH 

Ten  to  eh^tit  e-i  nine  in  winter,  as 
most  of  iTi\'  noi;.;i'.bo:’s  do  ?**  But  con- 
si. Icr,  candid  reader  ;  if  you  daily 
^spend  in  3{ew[>  o!iiy  one  hoTu*  more, 
'han  nature  r**ouires,  von  throw  a- 
^  ..iv  seven  liouia*  every  wee!;,  wliicli 
y.^iid  uiuoui;:  to  more  iltaii  hftc  *u 
nixoie  «!.tvs  in  a  >e  i:  .  !f  vou  live  to 
diC  ane  of  fifty,  till-.  a^te  of  * 


six  hours.  By  j>crscvcrinj^  in  this 
practi’^f^,  and  in  otlier  suitable  meth¬ 
ods,  her  strcn;^'tii  f^vadualiy  increas¬ 
ed  ;  her  coiiiplaiiits,  which  had  lon^ 
bafiled  inedicui  skliJ,  subsided,  and 
health  returned. 

I  low  iujurous  to  the  soul,  as  well 
as  to  i!ic  body,  is  needless  sleep. 
Such  a  waste  of  precious  titnc  i?  sure¬ 
ly  a  in’eal  sin  a^rainst  (iotl.  How 

.  o 

ir.uch  I)ciiclit  we  derive  from 

a  riq;ht  use  of  tlic  time,  wliic’u  some 
waste  in  sleep  !  1  take  it  for^raTit- 

e»*!,  (savs  hir.  Law'!  that  cverv  Chris- 
tian,  wlio  is  in  liealih,  is  up  early  in 
tlic  inornin;^.  W'e  censure  tliC  niais 
who  is  in  bed.  wimn  he  s’vould  lue  v-t 
his  bJ>oi;r.  I.et  tiiis  teach  us.  how 
o'Uous  we  r.iust  aopear  in  God's 
sl.^iit,  if  we  !)e  in  l)ed,  shut  up  in 
sleep,  w!i(U!  u’e  should  Ire  p'raisin.^ 
God,,  and  are  such  slaves  to  drow¬ 
siness.  as  to  neglect  our  devotions 
for  it.*'  Did  notour  blessed  I^jid 


^'ouKlbe  seven  luniilred  .m  !  hiLv  use  to  prav  eariv  ?  Was  not  devout 

lays,  or  inakliu'  allowance  for  rfie  Annaciiy  imd  nij^iit  in  tiic  temple  ? 

toual  sleep,  about  a  iIious^ukI  days.  L;id  not  the  primitive  Cimistians  cs- 

H  iiat  an  injuiw  to  your  wordly  suIj-  leaun  it  a  sacred  ciuty  to  be  scasona- 

^tancc  !  Ilow  luucli  niiijh.t.'ou  do  hie  in  tli'ir  devotions  r  Ifyou  waste 

a  this  tlnic.  to  pronioto  your  tempo-  unnecessary  hour;  in  sleep,  an  I  so 

a:ivap.Ui^:i:e  !  Ilow  much  ndi^Iit  abridge  or  prevent  yo  u'  ro.i  ‘mils 

iou  do  for  the  benefit  of  otheis  !  exercises;  is  u  not  a  sv.untoni  of  a* 

earn  il  t'uni^er,  and  a  dan.z^erotis 
>^r‘r:vDrva  unnecessary  time  in  stule  ?  Liuus  it  n'^'t  indicate,  that  you 

■!eep  is  iujurous  to  hca'tli,  crpecial-  are  not  un'der  the  induenee  efthat 

lii  persons  w  hu  a!‘e  sulqect  to  nerv-  livuly,  zealous,  and  '.vatchful  spint. 


us  conupbaltUs.  T!u*  ;;reat  bs.ueht 
•iUdi  lieaith  receive,  fr<im  eariv 


Av’ntch  appeared  in  Christ,  and  isne- 
ccsSk'.u^v  to  file  co!n!orc  anvl  useful- 


dii^r  m.,v  iu' illristratox!  h»v  tl'ic  fob  i  ness  of  his  followers?  Let  these 
vipl:*  in:tancc.  fv  vou;ur  0,0  son  I  ilem  -dus  I'ouso  vou.  Shal.c  otT sloth 
(' is  rcdiUf'(‘d  to  so  l<»\v  u  corvfition.  j  aii  I  duiuess.  Awake,  thou  thnr 


►  lo  re  ]uire  assi.'^taiice  in  walklii  7 
onss  tin*  K^un,  Stipposb.v^  u  uc- 
"''Sa»  v  [\\  iw:i‘  (  Ttfccblcd  sUite,  s!ic 
slept  ch.du  or  nine  houi  .,  (u 
10  ^*:x  at  dama.r^  fu'  iter  health. 

somi!  olisot  .\u ir»:,s  on  early 
' she  \vas  iud.uced  to  m  d'.c  the 


sieepest,  and  ca!?  upon  the  name  of 
C'hrist,  and  ho  slu\!!  t^ive  thcc  1i|:7ht.** 
And  t‘.>  prevent  your  over  iiidufqinpj 
ayydn  in  needdoss  sleep,  solemnly 
considiOr,  tiow  pi-cciotis  lime  will 
apjvcar  wlicn  your  last  day  arrives, 
and  ho'v  earnestly  you  will  then  dc- 

0  tf 


i-" 


f 


,4nee(iote. 


J*oe(rtf, 


sire  those  hours  and  days,  which 
have  been  wasted  in  guilty  slum¬ 
ber. 

(  Fanofilist.) 

— - 

ASECDOrS  or  you//  KEPlti^. 

If  any  man  can  seriously  beljeve 
4hat  chance  may  have  conducted 
thing?,  with  all  this  regularity  for  so 
many  ages,  he  would  do  well  to  re- 
,  peal  honest  Kepler's  experiment. 
John  Kepler  was  a  phiin  man  ot 
gocKl  natural  undcrt.tanding.  and  t!\e 
best  acquainted  with  the  structure 
iif  the  universe  of  any  of  his  day. 
He.  was  very  unwilling  to  believe 
that 'chance  had  built  it,  though 
chance  had  then  many  zealous  ad¬ 
vocates,  w  ho  loudly  contended  that 
the  whole  honor  of  the  worL  belong¬ 
ed  to  that  blind  divinity.  To  give 
the  question  a  fair  discussion, 
Jie  resolved  to  try  whether  chance 
A.'ould  do  a  much  more  simple  thing, 
with  the  letters  that  compose  John 
^epler’s  name, in  Greek.  lie  wrote 
fhese  ten  letters  upon  ten  slips  of 
paper ;  these  he  rolled  carfully  up, 
hustling  them  in  a  hat,  and  then  drew 
them  out  one  by  one,  to  see  whet  it¬ 
er,  in  repeated  trials,  they  would 
come  out  in  the  required  order. 
He  continued  his  experiment  until 
he  was  quite  tired,  without  success. 
Indeed,  according  to  the  best  com¬ 
putations  1  can  make,  chance  was 
hot  likely  to  do  right  above  onctinie 
in  163,439,296,000.  The  fortuitous 
concourse  of  atoms  has  had  many 
a  more  serious  answer,  but  never 
had  a  better  one-  I 

De  iVc/i’c  ir.  fled,  Serp.  j 


OBITUJRY. 

Died,  in  Williamstown  (Mass.) 
en  the  13th  inst.  after  a  most  severe 


and  distressing  illness  of  seventeen 
days,  the  Rev.  Seth  Swift,  Minister 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in  that 
place.  The  funeral  was  attended 
the  Sabbath  following  by  a  crowded 
assembly.  A  very  solemn  and  mov 
ing  discourse  was  delivered  on  the 
ccasion  by  t*'e  Rev.  Daii'el  Collins, 
of  L,incsboroug!i.  Not  c'^ly  an  af¬ 
flicted  family,  but  the  w  hole  town 
were  in  mourning  aiu}  manifested 
the  tendcrest  sensibility  under  tht 
losstliey  had  sustained.  Con.sidcr. 
ing  the  high  estimation  in  whicli  Mr. 
Swift  was  held  by  liis  church  anc 
people,  as  a  Christian  and  Ministc; 
of  Christ,  the  circumstances  wer 
inexpressibly  a  fleeting.  Their  at 
tachment  was  at  tliis  time,  peculiar 
Mr.  Swift’s  laliors  during  the  v 
jiast  had  boon  wonderfully  blesse 
in  the  awakening  and  conversion  e 
sinners,  and  not  less  tlian  one  bund 
red  and  tliirty  jierstins,  if  I  am  cor 
rectly  infoi  ined,  had  been  added  tr 
the  church.  A  more  full  accoiin 
than  what  is  here  given,  niay  be  ex 
jicctcd  in  some  future  number,  whe 
the  particulars  sliall  be  better  known 

Is  reviewing  my  tender  years, 
well  remember  what  pleasure 

« 

then  took  in  reading  Poetry^  com 
posed  for  the  use  of  children,  ho 
easily  I  committed  it  to  nicniorv 
and  how  long  I  retained  the  idc 
it  conveyed.  Supjmsing  pieces 
the  same  kind  may  liave  u  like  ei 
fec^  on  children  now  ;  I  send  yc 
thc  underwritten,  wnich  if  bettf' 
matter  is  not  presented,  }( 
arc  at  liberty  to  publish. 

IbiE  Young  Child’s  Pr.weR; 
Jesus  thou  (iod,  of  truth  and  love, 
Dearest  of  all  the  names  above, 
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Before  ihy  thi*one  high-angels  fall, 
^nd  oYVTi  the  sovereign  Loixl  of  all. 

To  thee  the  infant  prayer  I  raise, 
And  bless  thy  name  uith  songs  of 
praise, 

May  my  devotion  ardent  rise, 

Like  'ful  incense  to  the  skies. 

Accept  the  offering  that  I  bring, 

My  God,  my  Saviour,  and  my  King, 
And  may  the  watery  tear  I  shed. 
Flow  from  my  heart,  as  well  as  head. 

Bv  thy  creating  hand  my  soul. 

Was  form’d  with  all  its  powersin full, 
By  thee  my  bo<ly  from  the  dust, 
With  all  its  members  rose  at  first. 

In  me  thou  formMst  the  vital  part, 
And  gavest  motion  to  my  heart, 
Thou  dfd'st  irry’  hands  with  sinews 
string, 

And  form’d  my  tongue  thy  praise  to 
sing. 

When  I  an  helpless  infant  lay, 
Thoudid’st  thy  cure  extend  each  day, 
M  y  numerous  wants  supply ’d  by  thee, 
proclaim  tliy  power  ;uk1  love  to  me. 

My  parents  dear  with  tender  heart, 
Were  mov’d  by  thee  to  act  the  part^ 
Thy  sacred  law  on  them  enjoin’d, 

Which  love  with  dutv  hast  combin’d. 

0 

Thy  wjsflom  and  ivlrnighty  power, 
Hast  kept  me  from  my  natal  hour, 

From  ills  around  on  cverv  side, 

0 

Hast  been  a  sure  unerring  guide. 

hen  fatal  pestilence  ar<^»und, 

infants  has*  bostrew’d  tlic 


ground, 

Thou  hast  preserv’d  and  kept  my 
breath,' 

And  sav’d  me  from  the  jaws  ofdeath* 

# 

Before  my  eyes  thou  hast  display’d, 
Those  beauties  which  creation  made, 
The  sun  w  ith  all  his  heat  and  light, 

f 

And  staiso^  .lich  twin>’  nn  tl  ^  Vht. 

For  me  the  fragrant  flower  is  madc^ 
With  all  its  tints  of  light  and  shade, 
Its  beauty  does  my  eye  behold, 

Its  wond’rous  sweetness  can’t  be  told. 

Tlirough  all  thy  w^orks  doc^  wisdom 
shine. 

And  all  proclaims  a  power  divine, 
They  teach  my  infant  tengne  to  rars^ 
A  sacred  song  of  grateful  praise. 

By  thy  good  providence  in  part, 

I’ve  learn’d  the  great  important  art,’ 
Of  letters  to  each  other  join’d. 

To  read  ajid  edify  tlic  mind. 

In  consequence  of  this  in  youth, 

I’ve  learn ’d  to  read  the  page  of  truths 
That  lioly  book  thy  sacred  word, 
Seal’d  witn  the  blood  of  Christ  my 
Lord. 

By  tills  I  learn  what  God  has  done. 
To  save  my  sou!  I>y  clirist  his  son, 
To  w  ash  me  from  my  guilt  and  sin, 
And  form  my  iieurt  :uiew  within. 

Lord  when  I  view  .thv  mercies  ail.* 
Before  tliy  face  I  humbly  fall, 

And  pi’ay  my  sins  may  be  forgiv’n, 
.\i)d  by  tl'iv  grace  be  led  to  heav’n. 

thou  to  :uc  thy  trutiio  Impart, 


\ 


;And  write  thy  laws  upon  my  heart,  Conimissionecl  by  thy  di-^ad  com 
Keep  me  from  sin  anti  ev’ry  ill,  majid, 

And  from  myself  preserve  me  still-  My  soul  to  lake  in  arms  of  love. 

And  bear  me  to  ilie  world  above. 


*reach  me  to  love  my  parents  dear, 
And  all  my  relatives  most  near, 

To  pay  the  due  of  (md  above, 

And  as  myself  niy  neighbor  love. 

\nd  as  to  manhood  J  ad  van  'C, 

May  I  not  live  by  giddy  clnince. 

But  form  my  conduct  by  the  word, 
Ot  hull  who  istlic  sovereign  Lonl. 

In  all  I  say,  in  alTtlliink, 

In  all  I  cat,  in  all  I  drink, 

In  all  mav  1  forever  try, 

9  ^ 

I  • 

Tiiy  holy  name  to  glorify. 

Thus  may  my  life  pass  smoothly  on, 
In  works  of  labor  said  or  done, 
inch  may  to  others  useful  jiiovc. 
And  be  a  test  of  holy  love. 

In  all  tlic  busy  s^'cncs  ofilfc, 

O  may  it  be  iry  constant  strife, 

Tc  be  approv'd  of  tiice  iny  Lord, 
And  guided  by  tliy  lioly  word. 

And  when  old  age/ al!  hat:or.*s  doom, 
Shall  fit  my  body  for  the  tomb. 

And  death’s  cold  liand  shall  oi*  me 
sci/.c, 

And  all  the  vl.4il  cuircnt  freeze. 

ilay  guardian  angels  round  nic  j 
stand, 


There  may  I  sec  iby  blissful  face, 
And  tiiiimpli  in  redeeming  grace, 
May  I  be  perfect  in  thy  sight. 

And  stand  among  the  saints  in  light’ 

Thtr^  with  ..n  angoi’s  heart  ^  a 
tongue, 

I  shall  iH'gin  the  heavenly  song, 
With  kindred  spiiils  I  shall  sing, 

J  lie  triumph  f)t  the  heavenly  1  ing 

\  Vo  Ifnn  who  wash’d  me  In  his  liloofl, 
I  And  made  me  king,  andpiiest,  to 
(led. 

To  him  be  lionor,  glory,  praise, 
Through  length  of  cverlasiing  days. 


nrsr  to  rmsoxs  ruro  come  late 
To  n’0Psnii\ 

A  AvoMAX,  wlio  always  used  to 
attend  public  worship  with  great 
imnctuality,  and  took  rare  to  be  in 
time,  was  allied.  How  it  was  sl.c 
could  always  come  so  early  ?  Slie 
answered,  very  v  iseiy,  that  it  was  a 
part  of  hvv  rerigion  not  to  disturb  t!ie 
religion  ofotliers. 

JDuc/:^s  ."Ifjrccloics. 


^Co M MUX n Arrows  for  the  Kdi- 
(fiouft  and  Ciuzcttc^  fvt  r  of 

tiOHlcuc^  hr  uyatrfulhi  rrcri'trd^ 


FROM  TliF  PRFSh;  OF  >1.  CitOSW'LLL,  (RJRKUJ., 
Tepms, —  To  fsuhficribvra  in  two  d  /Iku-.s  a  ijfur^  in  (juuricrhj  /luynici 

7}u:n^  one  dollar  filty  t'Ciils — I'o  /loyt-'vidcrJi  and  (jilnrs^  ivho 
^kc  t  ''i’ c l i t y - : !  v  e  or  tnO) . 7 r < ■  ^7,7 n ,  a n d  b cco ?/; e  r(  nji (n\iblc^ 

u  7'cu<y7n‘^b/i  ud'jii'a/trr  •;;•///  be  made. 


